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INDRODUCTION 

 

     The politics of Venezuela occurs 
in a framework explained in 
Government of 
Venezuela.Venezuela has a 
dominant-party system, dominated 
by the United Socialist Party of 
Venezuela amidst other parties 
listed in the following section. The 
governing United Socialist Party of 
Venezuela (Partido Socialista Unido 
de Venezuela, PSUV) was created in 
2007, uniting a number of smaller 
parties supporting  Revolution with 
Chávez's Fifth Republic 
Movement.PSUV and its forerunners 
have held the Presidency and 
National Assembly since 1998. The 
Democratic Unity Roundtable (Mesa 
de la Unidad Democrática, MUD), 
created in 2008, unites much of the 
opposition (A New Era (UNT), 
Project Venezuela, Justice First, 
Movement for Socialism (Venezuela) 
and others). Hugo Chávez, the 
central figure of the Venezuelan 
political landscape since his election 
to the Presidency in 1998 as a 
political outsider, died in office in 
early 2013, and was succeeded by 
Nicolás Maduro (initially as interim 
President, before narrowly winning 
the Venezuelan presidential 
election, 2013). Venezuela has a 

 

 

  

Dominant-party system 

A dominant-party system, or one-party dominant system, is a system where there is "a category of 

parties/political organisations that have successively won election victories and whose future 

defeat cannot be envisaged or is unlikely for the foreseeable future. 

 

 

Fifth republic movement 

 The Fifth Republic Movement  was a Socialist political party in Venezuela. It was founded in July 

1997, following a national congress of the Revolutionary Bolivarian Movement-200, to support 

the candidacy of Hugo Chávez, the former President of Venezuela, in the 1998 presidential 

election. 

 

 

Presidential goverment 

 A presidential system is a democratic and republican system of government where a head of 

government leads an executive branch that is separate from the legislative branch. This head of 

government is in most cases also the head of state, which is called president. 

 

 

Movement for socialism 

 The Movement toward Socialism  is a social-democratic political party in Venezuela. 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

BACKGROUND IFORMATION 

Venezuela 
 is a country on the northern coast of South America, consisting of a continental landmass and a large number of 

small islands and islets in the Caribbean Sea. The capital and largest urban agglomeration is the city of Caracas. It has a territorial 

extension of 916,445 km2
 . 

The continental territory is bordered on the north by the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, on 

the west by Colombia, Brazil on the south, Trinidad and Tobago to the north-east and on the east 

by Guyana.  

 

The territory now known as Venezuela was colonized by Spain in 1522 amid resistance from 

indigenous peoples. In 1811, it became one of the first Spanish-American territories to declare 

independence, which was not securely established until 1821, when Venezuela was a department 

of the federal republic of Gran Colombia. It gained full independence as a country in 1830. During 

the 19th century, Venezuela suffered political turmoil and autocracy, remaining dominated by 

regional caudillos (military strongmen) until the mid-20th century. Since 1958, the country has 

had a series of democratic governments. 

 

Crime in Venezuela is widespread, with violent crimes such as murder and kidnapping increasing 

annually.  

The United Nations has attributed crime to the poor political and economic environment in the 

country which has the second highest murder rate in the world.  

 

The political history and the economic history of Venezuela are inseparably intertwined. This is 

because since 1936, the government has pursued a policy of "sowing the oil," or using the 

government revenues from the tax on the sale of oil to promote the economic growth of the 

country. That policy has been pursued in earnest since the time of Venezuela's first democratically 

elected president, Rómulo Betancourt, in 1958. From the time of its independence from Spain in 

1811 until 1958, Venezuela was ruled by a series of military dictators. From 1936 to 1958, 

although some public projects were constructed by the government, much of the government's oil 

revenues ended up in the pockets of the dictators and various government  

 

Moving the economy of Venezuela away from its dependence on oil will be a difficult task. This is 

because government spending based on oil revenues has been the engine of economic growth for 

so long. The increased tax revenues that resulted from the higher oil prices after 1973 were used 

by the government to nationalize the entire oil industry. The government also established 

hundreds of new state-owned industries, as in steel, mining, and hydroelectricity. The Chávez 

government has continued the effort of the Caldera government to privatize a number of these 

industries. 
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