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INTRODUCTION 

Dear delegates of the Environmental committee, 

    My name is Adamandia Lora and I will have the honour and pleasure of serving 

you as one of the chairs of the environmental committee.                                                        

This study guide will provide you with some information about the topic but it should 

not replace your research! Your research should be equivalent to your delegation’s 

policy.  

To begin with, water’s crucial role in accomplishing Africa’s  development goals is 

widely recognized. Africa faces endemic poverty, food insecurity and pervasive 

underdevelopment, with almost all countries lacking the human, economic and 

institutional capacities to effectively develop and manage their water resources 

sustainably.                                                                                                                                            

The situation of access to clean water and sanitation in rural Africa is even more 

dismal than the previous statistics imply. The WHO stated that, in 2004, only 16% of 

people in sub-Saharan Africa had access to drinking water through a household 

connection (an indoor tap or a tap in the yard). Not only is there poor access to 

readily accessible drinking water, even when water is available in these small towns, 

there are risks of contamination due to several factors. When wells are built and 

water sanitation facilities are developed, they are improperly maintained to due to 

limited financial resources. Water quality testing is not performed as often as is 

necessary, and lack of education among the people utilizing the water source leads 

them to believe that as long as they are getting water from a well, it is safe. Once a 

source of water has been provided, quantity of water is often given more attention 



than quality of water. 

 

There are limited sources of water available to provide clean drinking water to the 

entire population of Africa. Surface water sources are often highly polluted, and 

infrastructure to pipe water from fresh, clean sources to arid areas is too costly of an 

endeavor. Groundwater is the best resource to tap to provide clean water to the 

majority of areas in Africa, especially rural Africa, and groundwater has the benefit of 

being naturally protected from bacterial contamination and is a reliable source 

during droughts. However, the high costs associated with drilling for water, and the 

technical challenges in finding sources that are large enough to serve the population 

in need, present challenges that limit tapping the resource. Groundwater is not a 

fail-safe resource, either, when it comes to providing clean water. There may be 

contamination of the water with heavy metals, and bacteria may be introduced by 

leaking septic systems or contaminated wells. For these reasons, it is important that 

groundwater be monitored frequently, which is costly and requires technical abilities 

that may not be present in rural areas . 

The implications of lack of clean water and access to adequate sanitation are 

widespread. Young children die from dehydration and malnutrition, results of 

suffering from diarrheal illnesses that could be prevented by clean water and good 

hygiene. Diseases such as cholera are spread rampantly during the wet season. 



Women and young girls, who are the major role-players in accessing and carrying 

water, are prevented from doing income-generating work or attending school, as the 

majority of their day is often spent walking miles for their daily water needs. They 

are also at an increased risk for violence since they travel such great distances from 

their villages on a daily basis, and are even at risk when they must go to the edge of 

the village to find a private place to relieve themselves. 

 

Urban areas face a whole different host of challenges to providing clean water and 

sanitation. Rapid growth of urban areas, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, has lead to 

large volumes of water being extracted from existing sources. The influx of water, in 

addition to the influx in human waste, has outpaced the development of wastewater 

management systems, which has lead to pollution of natural water bodies, 

unintentional use of wastewater in irrigated agriculture, irregular water supply, and 

environmental concerns for aquatic life due to the high concentration of pollutants 

flowing into water bodies. 

Overcrowding in urban slums makes it even more difficult to control sanitation 

issues and disease outbreaks associated with exposure to raw sewage. It has been 

reported that underprivileged urban populations pay exorbitant amounts of money 

for water, which is often not even suitable for consumption, while resources 



allocated to those living in the wealthy urban areas are heavily subsidized, meaning 

the wealthy pay less for cleaner water and better sanitation systems.  

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE  

  World Water Week – This is a week designed with the African water crisis in 

mind. Although the event doesn’t only focus on Africa, it takes center stage 

more often than not as an area of increased risk and greatest concern. During 

this week, which is held one or two times a year depending on need, world 

leaders from countries across the globe come together to try to solve water-

related issues that affect a number of different locations. They brainstorm 

plans and enact new procedures that are intended to improve the quality of 

water around the world. 

 United Nations water recognition – In 2010, the United Nations officially 

recognized water as a basic human right. Although to some people it seems 

impossible to fathom that it would take that long for the UN to come to this 

conclusion, there were a lot of complicated politics involved in the 

statement. Basically, this recognition means that individual members of the 

UN must prioritize the available of fresh, clean drinking water above anything 

else other than the other basic human rights. This provision also included the 

right to simple improved sanitation conditions. Since this change, countries 

have been working harder than ever to try to improve the drinking water 

situation in Africa. 

 Charities – Nonprofit organizations and charities spend a lot of time, money, 

and energy focusing on Africa’s water crisis. These groups take it upon 

themselves to provide clean, fresh drinking water to the people who need it 

most. Many times, they travel to Africa to dig groundwater wells. They might 

also help the residents of rural communities install biofilters that can be used 

to clean up the surface water they’re already using. Each individual location is 

examined on a case-by-case basis to determine its specific needs. There are 



plenty of great charities out there, but unfortunately, there are some shady 

ones too. 

 Government donations – Some countries are more well-off than others, and 

they can afford to send some monetary donations on a large scale to African 

countries to help improve the water infrastructure and clean up surface 

water sources. Unfortunately, it can be difficult to see just how the money 

sent as part of these donations is really being used, and most of the time it 

just isn’t enough to get the continent on its feet in terms of water supply. 

With many different plans in the works, it’s obvious that governments and 

organizations from most developed countries understand the need for clean water 

in Africa. However, there is always more that can be done, and it’s important to pay 

close attention to what your country is doing and the ways in which they could 

improve their involvement on a large scale. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  

 Donate money – This is perhaps the most obvious method of helping 

charities and nonprofits work to provide clean drinking water to the people 

of Africa. Many individuals and companies donate to water charities on a 

regular basis, with the majority of those donations coming in around the 

holiday season. If you have the funds to spare, consider sending a one-time 

donation or setting up a recurring payment to a legitimate, well-trusted 

organization. Be sure to do your research ahead of time, however, since 

some of these groups might not be the type you want to give your money to 

for a variety of different reasons. 

 Donate skills – If you can’t afford to donate money, you might be able to help 

out environmental groups with your skills. For example, if there’s a charity 

based in your city that focuses on the African water crisis, get in touch with 

them and ask if they need help with anything at their base of operations. 

They might need someone to answer telephones, keep up with website 

maintenance, or even tidy up their offices. You never know what skill you 

might have that one of these groups could really use. 



 Donate time – Are you the kind of person who likes to volunteer and get your 

hands dirty? If you are, and if you don’t have a lot of commitments that keep 

you from traveling for a lengthy period of time, you might want to consider 

volunteering with a legitimate water charity or nonprofit group and going 

overseas to actually help build the wells yourself. This can be a potentially 

dangerous endeavor, but it can also be a life-changing experience that you’ll 

never forget. It’s not for everyone, however. 

 Contact your government – If you feel like your local or national government 

could be doing something more to assist the people of Africa, there’s no 

harm in contacting them to let them know. A letter or phone call on its own 

might not make much difference, but the more you reach out, the more your 

voice will be heard. You might even put together a petition to get some real 

attention. 

 Spread the word – If all else fails, spread the word. Print out some flyers for a 

good organization you’ve uncovered in your research and hand them out to 

your friends and family. Leave them on bulletin boards around town while 

you’re at it. The more you reach out to spread the word about the water 

situation in Africa, the more likely it is you’ll find someone who can 

potentially donate a lot of much-needed money or manpower. 

 Better Infrastructure 

Africa still has a long way to go when it comes to developing a sound water 

infrastructure that will guarantee communities clean and safe drinking water. 

For instance, if there were well-developed water infrastructure systems put 

in place, the Congo basin, which has a lot of water, could share some of its 

water with other parts of the continent that have insufficient water. Having a 

good water infrastructure is possible if African countries can come together 

and contribute to, as well as harness technology to establish a sustainable 

system that could, once and for all, solve Africa’s water crisis. 

 Ensuring Political Stability                                                                                 One of 

the key problems that have contributed to water inaccessibility in Africa is 

constant political conflicts. Many countries in Africa share water sources and, 



as a result, we have witnessed cases of cross-border wrangles caused by 

fighting for the scarce water resources. In such cases, countries that are 

located upstream heavily influence the quality and availability of water as it 

flows downstream. Because of this and other boundary disagreements, the 

scramble for water has often led to political unrest.Aside from external 

conflicts, internal conflicts are perpetuated by neighboring communities 

sharing common water sources, who often attack each other in a bid to gain 

control of water resources. However, in the recent times, there have been 

numerous efforts by various African governments, as well as local community 

leaders to quickly and amicably solve water related conflicts. 

 

Finding a way to pitch in can make you feel good about yourself and help others 

have access to cleaner, safer drinking water too. This is a win-win situation, and it 

pays to reach out and try to make a difference for your fellow human beings. 

Remember that money isn’t the only way you can help, and even if you’re strapped 

for cash, you can find other ways to help make a difference half a world away. 
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