
 

The question of death penalty 

 

The death penalty, also known as Capital punishment, is a government action in 

which  a person is killed by the state as a punishment for a crime 

Crimes that carry the death penalty: 

 Murder 

 Bank robbery  

 Kidnapping 

 Trafficking [humans -slavery/drugs]  

 General robbery if there is at least one victim 

 Rape  

 Bribery 

 Adultery  

 Homosexuality  

 Prostitution  

 Apostasy in Islam  

 Witchcraft  
  

 

blue: abolitionist countries, against death penalties (106) 

green: no executions the last 14 years (and then they only punished war crimes)(8) 

orange: abolitionist-in-practice countries no executions the last decade (28) 

red: countries that today execute (56) 

 

During war time, the following crimes are punished by death: 

 Treason  

 Sabotage 

 Desertion 

 spying 
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A study by Amnesty International found that the following countries did the most 

executions in 2012:   

1. China (4000+) data not officially released 

2. Iran (at least 314+) 

3. Iraq (at least 129+) 

4. Saudi Arabia (79+) 

5. United States (43) 

6. Yemen (28+) 

7. Oman (25+) 

8. Sudan (19+) 

9. Afghanistan (14) 

In 2017, most known executions took place in China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq 

and Pakistan – in that order. 

The following forms of execution are in use today: 

 shooting/firming squad 

 electrocution/electric chair 

 gas chamber 

 hanging 

 lethal ingection 

 decapitation/beheading 

The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading 

punishment. Amnesty opposes the death penalty in all cases without 

exception - regardless of who is accused, the nature or circumstances of 

the crime, guilt or innocence or method of execution.  

 

Note: people that were not at least eighteen years old at the time they committed the 

crime may not be executed.  

According to the European Convention on Human Rights, specifically its 13th 

amendment (2002), no one must be executed. The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon’s remark that “The death penalty has no place in the 21st century.” reflects the 

global trend away from capital punishment. Today 139 of the 193 UN member states 

are abolitionist in law or in practice 
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Arguments for the death penalty: 

 If someone murders someone else, they have given up their human rights, 

including the one to stay alive themselves 

 The punishment should 'fit the crime' - if you have killed someone, you 

should be killed too 

 Giving a killer the death sentence will stop them - and others - doing it again 

 The very small chance of executing the wrong person is balanced by the 

benefits to society of putting off other murderers 

 

Arguments against the death penalty: 

 The death penalty goes against our most basic human right - the right to life 

 Being killed by lethal injection or being electrocuted is not always smooth 

and painless, sometimes it causes a painful death 

 No-one has ever proven with numbers that killing murderers stops other 

people committing similar crimes 

 Mistakes are sometimes made in the law - what if someone is killed who is 

actually innocent? 

 

 

Solutions to end capital punishment: 

 urges those countries that continue to use it to take action to ensure that 

death sentences are not the product of discriminatory or arbitrary laws or 

practices.  

 support :(The fact that more countries than ever before have voted to end 

executions shows that global abolition of the death penalty is becoming an 

inevitable reality. A death penalty-free world is closer than ever.) 

 affirms to educate the countries about the injustices of death penalties  

  By eliminating the death penalty, states would have millions of dollars a year 

to invest in programs that are proven to prevent violent crime, create safer 

communities and support those who are harmed by crime and violence.  
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