
 

The question of abortion in Ireland 
 

H I S T O R I C A L  E V E N T S     
 The Eighth Amendment was inserted into the Constitution after a 

referendum in 1983. 
  The amendment guarantees to protect as far as practicable the equal right to 

life of the unborn and the mother. 
  It prohibits abortion in almost all cases. 
  It states: “The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn and, with 

due regard to the equal right to life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to 
respect, and, as far as practicable, by its laws to defend and vindicate that 
right.”      

 Break the law and endanger her health by having an abortion in secret, and a 
woman faces 14 years in prison. Anyone found to have assisted her faces 
criminal charges. 

 The Alliance does not have an official position. Three of the alliances are in 
support of repealing the Eighth Amendment and the proposal to allow for 
terminations up to 12 weeks 

 After a referendum in 1983, Article 40.3.3 became the Eighth Amendment to 
the Irish Constitution 

 The 13th and 14th amendments were introduced in 1992. 
 The 13th specified that the prohibition on abortion would not limit freedom 

of travel in and out of the State.  
 The 14th stated the prohibition would not limit the right to distribute 

information about abortion services overseas. 
 in the 21st century after a lot of protests either in favor or against abortion 

the Irish government decided to let people vote if they want or not abortions 
to take place in Ireland. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 in may 25th 2018 the 66.9 per cent of voters approved inserting the Eighth 
Amendment, which affirmed an equal right to life of mother and unborn, into 
the Constitution. 
 

                         
 

 abortions are now legal in Ireland for the first time in 35 years 
 The Irish parliament is debating a bill to legalize abortion services in the 

country.  
 The government has pledged to introduce the Health (Regulation of 

Termination of Pregnancy) Bill 2018 which would allow abortion during the 
first twelve weeks of pregnancy, and later in cases where the pregnant 
person's life or health is at risk, or in the cases of an abnormality 

 Health Minister Simon Harris hopes abortion services will be available in the 
country from January 2019.  

 Today, with the removal of an amendment that this newspaper has long 
argued should never have been there in the first place 

Note: before the legalization of abortions many women in Ireland went to 
England so as to make an abortion (approximately 28 per week)  

The United Nations has again ruled that Ireland’s abortion laws have 
subjected a woman to cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment.                   
Last year the UN stated that Ireland's laws on abortion were "cruel and 
inhuman"                
It is the second time in 12 months that the UN’s human rights committee has 
denounced the abortion rules in the Irish Republic, which denies women with 
fatal foetal abnormalities the right to terminate pregnancies. 

The emphatic decision of the Irish people to remove the Eighth 
Amendment from the Constitution is perhaps the most remarkable 
referendum result since Independence. No single moment better captures 
the quiet but rapid revolution in social attitudes that has taken place in 
less than 40 years  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_(Regulation_of_Termination_of_Pregnancy)_Bill_2018
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_(Regulation_of_Termination_of_Pregnancy)_Bill_2018


 

 

although, today there's been no clinical lead appointments and effectively no meetings 

held 

 

How to embrace the new program of legal abortions : 

 The government must work with doctors to implement services and provide 

training and support.  

 establish all the machines and tools necessary so as to be ready to make an 

abortion  

 make sure that there is no doctor against abortion especially in case of rape and 

lechery 

 also convince all the politicians that everyone has the right either to make or not 

make an abortion so as not to have any further conflicts 

 make sure that every woman which doesn't know if she wants or not to keep her 

baby can take support from psychologists and from the  other people   

 

sources you can use : 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/13/un-denounces-ireland-abortion-laws-as-

cruel-and-inhumane-again 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/01/28/state-isolation/access-abortion-women-ireland 

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/ireland-abortion-laws-repeal-eighth-amendment 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abortion_in_the_Republic_of_Ireland 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-45731990 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/abortion-referendum 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/northern-ireland-abortion-protest-

laws-women-pills-police-belfast-a8377506.html 

https://www.thejournal.ie/anti-abortion/news/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/dec/04/abortion-law-ireland-voted-

dail-listen 
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