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Committee: Social, Cultural and Humanitarian Committee 

(Beginners – SOCHUM 1) 

 

Hello delegates! We are delightful to welcome you to MSKMUN2023 in the SOCHUM I 

committee. Last year’s MSKMUN set the level too high, so we expect from all of you the 

best! We can’t wait to meet you all!               
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Topic: Providing food water and medicine to the third world 

countries 

 

Timeline of events 

Date Description of Event 

2009  

The third Report, “Water in a 

Changing World”, was launched at 

the fifth World Water Forum held in 

Istanbul. “Water in a Changing 

World” took a holistic approach, 

addressing a number of themes 

throughout the report. The Report has 

four main sections, apart from the 

introduction and the 

recommendations: “drivers of 

change,” “the use of the resource for 

humans and for ecosystems,” “the 

state of the resource,” and “responding 

to a changing world: what are the 

options?” 

2019 ‘’Leaving No One Behind’’. It 

explained how water resources 

management and access to water 

supply and sanitation services help to 

overcome poverty and various other 

social and economic inequities. It was 

launched in the Human Rights 

Council in Geneva on 19 March 2019. 

 

Terms dictionary 

Third world countries: Third world countries are developing countries. These countries 

are located in South Asia, Africa, Central America, Latin America, Oceania and the 
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Middle East. These countries have some common features, such as poverty, high 

population density, high mortality rate, dependence on developed countries, etc. 

Health facilities: Health facilities are places that provide health care. They include 

hospitals, clinics, outpatient care centers, and specialized care centers, such as birthing 

centers and psychiatric care centers. 

WWDR (The United Nations World Water Development Report): It is a global report that 

provides an authoritative, comprehensive assessment of the world’s freshwater 

resources. It is produced annually by the World Water Assessment Programme and 

released by UN-Water. 

SDGs :The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which are an urgent call for action 

by all countries - developed and developing - in a global partnership. 

MDGs: The United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are 8 goals that UN 

Member States have agreed to try to achieve by the year 2015. 

 

Countries of major involvement  

ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER 
 

It may be known for Sub-Saharan areas to have the least access to clean water, however, 

the highest rates are observed in Afghanistan. Only 22% of Afghanistans have clean 

drinking water and 30% have proper sanitation facilities. Also these are some countries 

that have very little amounts of prized water. 

 

 
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/international/lack-of-clean-drinking-water-global-moral 

-failure 
 

https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/international/lack-of-clean-drinking-water-global-moral-failure
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/international/lack-of-clean-drinking-water-global-moral-failure
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 2020 2019 

Madagascar 20.54% 19.85% 

Togo 19.56% 19.39% 

Democratic Republic 

of Congo 

18.99% 18.43% 

Lao PDR 17.68% 17.59% 

Nepal 17.58% 19.18% 

Uganda 16.65% 15.72% 

Kiribati 14.69% 14.42% 

Ethiopia 12.58% 12.02% 

Rwanda 12.10% 12.05% 

Sierra Leone 10.62% 10.26% 

Central African 

Republic 

6.19% 6.28% 

Chad 5.59% 5.58% 

Grenada 0.00% 0.00% 

Channel Islands 0.00% 0.00% 
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https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/ranking/clean-water-access-statistics 

 

 

https://www.wateraid.org/au/articles/wateraid-releases-list-of-water-scarce-regions 

 

ACCESS TO FOOD 

 

The World Food Program’s latest Hunger Hotspots report shows that more than 43 

million people in 38 countries are at risk of famine or a serious food crisis, unless they 

receive immediate life-saving support. Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Sudan, and Yemen are 

the countries with the highest levels of hunger. 

Ethiopia 

In Ethiopia, ongoing conflict and extreme climate conditions have made it difficult for 

people across the country to access food. The political situation, particularly in the 

northern regions, remains volatile and violence has disrupted lives. Communities have 

had no choice but to flee their homes, limiting access to agricultural land and other 

livelihoods. 

Nigeria 

Conflict remains a key driver of hunger in Nigeria. Ongoing violence causes disruptions 

in markets and farming, severely limiting people’s ability to earn income and forcing 

families to leave their homes. For those living in areas controlled by armed groups, it 

can be extremely difficult for humanitarian organizations to reach them with the 

support they need. 

 

https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/ranking/clean-water-access-statistics
https://www.wateraid.org/au/articles/wateraid-releases-list-of-water-scarce-regions
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South Sudan 

South Sudan sees above average rainfalls . While this could lead to a good harvest, it 

also increases the risk of major floods that could displace many communities and 

damage crops. 

 

The effects of the climate crisis are already being felt in some areas of South Sudan. In 

Old Fangak, communities have already experienced three years of extreme floods – 

limiting access to food and crops. 

 

https://www.prijatelji-zivotinja.hr/index.en.php?id=1851 

 

Yemen 

Families living in war-torn Yemen are facing the world’s worst humanitarian crisis in 

decades. The escalating armed conflict remains one of the main causes of life-threatening 

hunger in the country. 

The fighting is expected to intensify further in some areas in the coming months, which 

will force thousands more people to leave their homes. Lifesaving imports will be 

disrupted causing more strain for families projected to be in famine-like conditions. 

Afghanistan 

The economic situation in Afghanistan has quickly deteriorated since the political 

transition in August. More than 90% of the population has been pushed into poverty. 

Hunger is rising and the need for humanitarian support is increasing while access 

restrictions remain extreme. 

 

Communities also face the harsh winter months and the cold weather will continue to 

affect farming in the spring. This will impact production and cause livestock losses in 

large parts of the country. 

https://www.prijatelji-zivotinja.hr/index.en.php?id=1851
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https://www.concernusa.org/story/worlds-hungriest-countries/ 

 

 
 

Ran

k 

Country Physicians per Million 

People 

1 Liberia 14 

2 Malawi 19 

3 Niger 19 

4 Ethiopia 22 

5 Sierra Leone 22 

6 Tanzania 30 

7 Somalia 35 

8 Chad 37 

9 Gambia, The 38 

10 Mozambique 40 

11 Guinea-Bissau 45 

12 Burkina Faso 47 

13 Central African Republic 50 

https://www.concernusa.org/story/worlds-hungriest-countries/
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14 Togo 53 

15 Rwanda 56 

16 Papua New Guinea 58 

17 Benin 59 

18 Senegal 59 

19 Timor-Leste 73 

20 Cameroon 80 

21 Mali 83 

22 Zimbabwe 83 

23 Congo, Rep. 95 

24 Ghana 96 

25 Guinea 100 

https://www.infoplease.com/world/health-statistics/physicians-100000-people-country 

https://www.infoplease.com/world/health-statistics/physicians-100000-people-country
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In Liberia, the worst case presented on this list, there are essentially ten doctors for every 

million people. As you move down the list, Guinea fares a little better, at 100 physicians 

per million people. In contrast, high income OECD countries, like the United States, 

Canada, and the United Kingdom , boast figures closer to 3,000 doctors per million 

people. 

 

There are lots of reasons for the lack of health care in the developing world, just no good 

ones. What this means is that, no matter where a person lives, they should be proffered 

some level of access to the medical services they need to thrive throughout life. Still, 

studies completed by research authorities such as the World Health Organization point 

to a number of factors that result in a lack of medical professionals, and subsequently 

entire populations without access to the healthcare they need. 

 

 
https://www.thepatriot.co.zw/eunice-masunungure-africa-has-far-less-developed-health-syste ms/ 

 

Background information:  

In June 2009, the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reported 

that, worldwide, the number of hungry people had reached one billion. Today, more 

people are hungry than at any point in human history. They are concentrated in the 

developing world, and their hunger has been exacerbated by the global financial crisis. 

 

In 2008, world wheat prices reached a nineteen-year high, and over thirty countries 

experienced food riots. "Hunger seasons" have become the norm in many parts of the 

global south, and women bear the brunt of this food shortage. 

Women produce up to seventy percent of food in developing countries. However, 

women also make up seventy percent of the world's hungry, and they own only one 

https://www.thepatriot.co.zw/eunice-masunungure-africa-has-far-less-developed-health-systems/
https://www.thepatriot.co.zw/eunice-masunungure-africa-has-far-less-developed-health-systems/
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percent of the world's land. They might prepare most of the world's food, but they do not 

eat their fair share of it. 

 

In the west, however, what strikes us is not hunger, but its opposite: obesity. According 

to a recent World Health Organization (WHO) study, more than 1.6 billion people 

globally are overweight or obese—that is 60% more than go hungry. As early as 1987, the 

American media began murmuring about an "obesity epidemic," and in 2001 the WHO 

began to speak of "globesity." 

 

This epidemic is not limited to America and Western Europe: it is visible in East Asia, 

Central and South America, and even in Africa. In South Africa, 30.5% of black women 

are obese. In China, the prevalence of childhood obesity rose from 1.5% in 1989 to 12.6% 

in 1997. 

 

Escalating global hunger and obesity levels might seem like a gigantic paradox. It is not. 

It is part of a single global food crisis, with economic, geopolitical, and environmental 

dimensions. It is perhaps the starkest, most basic way in which global inequality is 

manifest. 

 

It has many tangled causes, one being simple competition for basic cereals. The growth 

of nonwestern economies like China almost invariably generates a shift to a more 

"western" style diet, which involves rising meat consumption, which in turn necessitates 

diverting vast quantities of cereals from humans to cattle. This is a high-status but 

inefficient way to consume protein and calories. 

 

This competition has recently been magnified by the expansion of the biofuel industry, 

which diverts cereals from humans to cars. Southern Africa, for example, has been 

promoted as the new "Middle East of biofuels," to grow crops not to feed Africans, but to 

power automobiles. 
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https://englishnew.ahram.org.eg/News/457090.aspx 

Globally, 785 million people lack access to clean drinking water. Every day, over 800 

children die from dirty water, due to diarrhoea caused by poor water, sanitation and 

hygiene and scarce or unreliable water and sanitation facilities in many communities 

around the world. 

 

The impacts of water scarcity affect families and their communities. Without clean, 

easily accessible water, they can become locked in poverty for generations. Children 

drop out of school and parents struggle to make a living. 

 

Women and children are worst affected - children because they are more vulnerable to 

diseases of dirty water and women and girls because they often bear the burden of 

carrying water for their families for an estimated 200 million hours each day. 

 

Access to clean water changes everything; it’s a stepping stone to development. When 

people gain access to clean water, they are better able to practise good hygiene and 

sanitation. 

 

Children enjoy good health and are more likely to attend school. Parents put aside their 

worries about water-related diseases and lack of access to clean water. Instead, they can 

focus on watering their crops and livestock and diversifying their incomes. 

https://www.sciencenews.org/article/future-will-people-have-enough-water-live 

 

Every year infectious diseases kill about 13 million people, about 30.000 deaths a day. 

Almost half of the victims are children younger than 5 years old, most of them belong to 

developing countries. Most of the premature deaths and the incapacity cases associated 

with infectious diseases could be avoided if the poor had access to medicines. In the 

developing world, the poverty of the families, the inappropriate public expense and the 

lack of sanitary infrastructures get together to leave out of the reach of the poor the 

https://englishnew.ahram.org.eg/News/457090.aspx
https://www.worldvision.com.au/global-issues/work-we-do/water-difference
https://www.worldvision.com.au/donate/help-children/water
https://www.worldvision.com.au/donate/help-children/water
https://www.worldvision.com.au/global-issues/work-we-do/water-sanitation
https://www.worldvision.com.au/global-issues/work-we-do/water-sanitation
https://www.worldvision.com.au/global-issues/work-we-do/climate-change/dangers-of-dirty-water-power-of-a-safe-well
https://www.unicef.org/esaro/5440_2016_collecting-water.html
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/future-will-people-have-enough-water-live
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possibility of an adequate medical treatment. According to World Health Organization 

(WHO) in the developing countries about 2,000 million people lack access to essential 

medicines. The new patent rules of the World Trade Organization (WTO) will reduce 

even more access to essential medicines to the poor. Granting trade exclusivity rights to 

the owners of the patents for a period of at least 20 years limits the right of the 

governments to allow production, trade and importation of low cost copies (generics) of 

patented drugs. It is not a theoretical or far away menace. The application of these more 

strict rules has already caused serious problems to developing countries producers of 

generics as India or Brazil or to importers of these as South Africa or Kenya. They have 

been press, taken to court and threatened with sanctions by the pharmaceutical industry 

and some developed countries' governments. The decision of some developing countries 

to fight for their most needed people's health added to the international campaign for the 

access to essential medicines defended by some non governmental organizations like Act 

Up, Treatment Action Campaign, Doctors Without Borders and Intermon Oxfam have 

implied small victories on behalf of the poor countries access to medicines. But deeper 

changes in the patent rules and the investigation of the diseases of the developing world 

are needed to improve health in the developing countries. 

 

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2016-march-2017/dying-

lack-medicin es 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

 

In December 2016, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted the 

resolution “International Decade (2018–2028) for Action – Water for Sustainable 

Development” to help put a greater focus on water during ten years. 

 

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2016-march-2017/dying-lack-medicines
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2016-march-2017/dying-lack-medicines
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2016-march-2017/dying-lack-medicines
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/849767
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/849767
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Emphasizing that water is critical for sustainable development and the eradication of 

poverty and hunger, UN Member States expressed deep concern over the lack of access 

to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene and over water related disasters, scarcity 

and pollution being exacerbated by urbanization, population growth, desertification, 

drought and climate change. 

 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-action-decade/ 

 

Food is at the core of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the UN's development 

agenda for the 21st century. The second of the UN's 17 SDGs is to "End hunger, achieve 

food security and improve nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture." Achieving this 

goal by the target date of 2030 will require a profound change of the global food and 

agriculture system. Some of the components of this goal are: 

 

● Ending hunger, and ensuring access by all people to safe, nutritious food; 

● Ending all forms of malnutrition; 

● Doubling the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food 

producers; 

● Ensuring sustainable food production systems; 

● Increasing investment in agriculture; 

● Correcting and preventing trade restrictions and distortions in world 

agricultural markets; 

● Adopting measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity 

markets 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-action-decade/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
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https://www.fao.org/3/cb9997en/cb9997en.pdf 

 

The Assembly adopted the annual resolution “Global health and foreign policy: 

strengthening health system resilience through affordable health care for all”, by a 

recorded vote of 181 in favor to 1 against (United States), with no abstentions. By its terms, 

the Assembly urged Member States to strengthen national systems through ensuring 

affordable health care for all and called upon them to strengthen their resilience as an 

integral part of their preparedness for related emergencies. It also stressed the importance 

of monitoring the indirect impacts of the pandemic on health service delivery, 

acknowledged the efforts of health workers and care 

workers during the pandemic and called upon Member States and others to support 

funding for the Access to COVID‑19 Tools Accelerator (ACT‑Accelerator), as well as the 

equitable distribution of diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines. 

 

 http://healthforall.org/un-resolution/ 

 

The situation today:  

Around the world, more than enough food is produced to feed the global population but 

as many as 829 million people still go hungry. After steadily declining for a decade, world 

https://www.fao.org/3/cb9997en/cb9997en.pdf
http://healthforall.org/un-resolution/
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hunger is on the rise, affecting nearly 10% percent of people globally. From 2019 to 2022, 

the number of undernourished people grew by as many as 150 million, a crisis driven 

largely by conflict, climate change, and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Before this increase in recent years, the world had been making significant progress in 

reducing hunger. In fact, in 2000, world leaders joined the United Nations and civil society 

in committing to meet eight Millennium Development Goals by 2015: the first of which 

was “to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger.” 

 

Four billion people, almost two thirds of the world’s population, experience severe water 

scarcity for at least one month each year. Over two billion people live in countries where 

water supply is inadequate. Additionally half of the world’s population could be living 

in areas facing water scarcity by as early as 2025 when about 700 million people could be 

displaced by intense water scarcity by 2030. It is estimated that by 2040, roughly 1 in 4 

children worldwide will be living in areas of extremely high water stress. 

 

https://www.unicef.org/wash/water-scarcity 

 

Many people in the Third World still die for lack of medicines, though drugs for illnesses 

of the wealthy are readily available. In August 1979, 93 babies in a single maternity clinic 

in Bogota died for lack of medicine. One physician in Tanzania has complained about 

the promotion of luxury drugs when malnutrition is so much more critical. "Our people 

do not need vitamins. They need calories, they need protein, they need food. They are 

starving to death. Inducing them to spend their little money on vitamins is indecent." 

https://www.unicef.org/wash/water-scarcity
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https://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2014/02/west-compensate-poor-nations-

trained 

-health-workers-say-advocates/ 

The problem, oversimplified:  

What the delegates reading this BGP need to realize is how these three global problems 

connect. The lack of medicine and food in third world countries leads to medical 

problems which need to be treated. However there is an enormous scarcity of medicine 

and health care 

too in these countries. Having said that, it is obvious that these three problems create a 

vicious circle that can not be stopped unless all of humanity helps to eliminate these 

phenomena. 

 

 

 

https://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2014/02/west-compensate-poor-nations-trained-health-workers-say-advocates/
https://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2014/02/west-compensate-poor-nations-trained-health-workers-say-advocates/
https://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2014/02/west-compensate-poor-nations-trained-health-workers-say-advocates/
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https://www.euractiv.com/section/development-policy/news/un-to-create-global-

coronavirus- fund-to-assist-developing-countries/ 

 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/insecurity-hinders-access-displaced-north-

eastern-bu rkina-faso 

 

Possible solutions:  

Saving water resources 

 

Whatever the use of freshwater (agriculture, industry, domestic use), huge saving of 

water and improving of water management is possible. Almost everywhere, water is 

wasted, and as long as people are not facing water scarcity, they believe access to water 

is an obvious and natural thing. With urbanization and changes in lifestyle, water 

consumption is bound to increase. 

 

 

World Bank Support 

 

Should the World Bank -in the face of multiple- crises be deploying short- and long-term 

responses to boost food and nutrition security, reduce risks, and strengthen food systems. 

 

  

Treaties on the matter:  

https://www.euractiv.com/section/development-policy/news/un-to-create-global-coronavirus-fund-to-assist-developing-countries/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/development-policy/news/un-to-create-global-coronavirus-fund-to-assist-developing-countries/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/development-policy/news/un-to-create-global-coronavirus-fund-to-assist-developing-countries/
https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/insecurity-hinders-access-displaced-north-eastern-burkina-faso
https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/insecurity-hinders-access-displaced-north-eastern-burkina-faso
https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/insecurity-hinders-access-displaced-north-eastern-burkina-faso
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On 28 July 2010, through resolution 64/292, the United Nations General Assembly 

explicitly recognized the human right to water and sanitation and acknowledged that 

clean drinking water and sanitation are essential to the realization of all human rights. 

The Resolution calls upon States and international organizations to provide financial 

resources, help 

capacity-building and technology transfer to help countries, in particular developing 

countries, to provide safe, clean, accessible and affordable drinking water and sanitation 

for all. 

 

In 2000, world leaders gathered at the United Nations to shape a broad vision to fight 

poverty, which was translated into eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). This 

remained, until 2015, the overarching development framework for the world. The global 

mobilization behind the Millennium Development Goals has produced the most 

successful anti-poverty movement in history. The MDG target of reducing by half the 

proportion of people living in extreme poverty was achieved in 2010, well ahead of the 

2015 deadline. The proportion of undernourished people in the developing regions fell 

by almost half. However, a lot more work needs to be done. That work is now the focus 

of the Sustainable Development Goals 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

Dear delegates, I advise you to go through this BGP, but not completely focus your 

attention here. You are highly advised to do more research on other sites too. 

Remember to not 

copy-paste your resolution from a site or from this BGP. For any questions do not 

hesitate to contact me via email (sofiakoumianaki@gmail.com) or via instagram 

(sophiia.aa_). Thank you! 

 

Sophia Koumianaki 

 

  

mailto:sofiakoumianaki@gmail.com
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Topic: The question of religious discrimination 

  

Timeline of events:  

 

Dat

e 

Description of Event 

189

3 

the World's Parliament of Religions in Chicago introduced 

many non-Christian faiths to America 

189

7 

The Church of God in Christ was formed in Mississippi 

193

0 

W.D. Fard founded the Nation of Islam 

194

7 

the Supreme Court first applied the Establishment Clause of the 

First Amendment 

195

7 

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) was 

founded 

196

2-

196

5 

The Second Vatican Council was founded 

196

3 

The Supreme Court ruled that required Bible readings and 

recitation of the Lord's Prayer in the public schools was 

unconstitutional. 

196

5 

The Immigration and Nationality (i.e., Hart-Celler Act) 

permitted more Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu immigrants into 

the United States 

196

5 

The Joint Catholic-Orthodox Declaration revoked the mutual 

excommunications of 1054 that led to the Great Schism. 

198

0 

the founding of the Moral Majority would later influence 

Ronald Reagan's election 
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199

3 

The Religious Freedom Restoration Act allowed the 

"compelling state interest" test to apply to federal level, not just 

the state level. 

201

2 

Mitt Romney became the first Mormon nominee for president 

when he ran as a Republican against Barack Obama. 

 

Terms dictionary: 

polytheism: the belief in or worship of more than one god, 

 

monotheism: the belief or worship of only one god and the denial of others existing, 

 

antisemitism: the hostility or discrimination against Jews, 

 

dhimmis: a person living in a region overrun by Muslim conquest who was accorded a 

protected status and allowed to retain his/hers original faith, 

 

religionism: strict practice of or devotion to a religion , 

 

anti-religious: opposing or hostile to religion or to the power and influence of organized 

religion, 

 

antitheism: denial to believe in the existence of god or gods, 

 

islamophobia: dislike/fear of or prejudice against Muslims or Islam, especially as a 

political force, 

 

extremism: the holding of extreme political or religious views (fanaticism), polygamy: the 

practice of having more than one wife or husband at the same time, jizya tax: a tax paid 

by non-Muslim populations to their Muslim rulers, 

 

bias: inclination or prejudice for or against a person or a group, 

 

Countries of major involvement: 

Pakistan 
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Several incidents of discrimination have been recorded with some finding support by the 

state itself. In a case of constitutionally sanctioned religious discrimination, non-Muslims 

in Pakistan cannot become Prime Minister or President, even if they are Pakistani 

citizens.Pakistan's Blasphemy Law, according to critics, "is overwhelmingly being used 

to persecute religious minorities and settle personal vendettas". 

 

China 

Uyghurs are an ethnic and religious minority group in China.Their identity is based on 

the Islamic religion and has roots in the former East Turkestan culture.They reside in 

Xinjiang, an autonomous region situated in the west of the country.This group is 

persecuted by the Chinese government due to its perceived threat to the nation's security 

and identity. The Chinese government believes that the Uyghurs have separatist, 

extremist, and terrorist thoughts.It has detained around one million Uyghurs in camps. 

According to the Chinese government, these camps are created to re-educate the minority 

Muslims by learning about the negative consequences of extremism. Detainees are 

punished in these camps. The treatment of the Uyghurs violates their human rights 

because they are forcibly sent to the camps for an indefinite period of time. 

 

India 

Although the Constitution of India prohibits discrimination based on religion 

,discrimination and religious violence in India are frequent, sometimes even involving 

the function of government.For example dalit people who are not Hindu, Sikh, or 

Buddhist are not covered by the Scheduled Castes laws and hence dalit Christians and 

Muslims do not receive the affirmative action political representation and educational 

placement, welfare benefits, and hate crimes protections accorded to their fellows. Dalits 

worκ shipping the same gods as Hindus were previously considered to be of a different 

religion and in the early twentieth century the question "Is he a Hindu or Pariah?" had 

currency. 

 

Algeria 

Leaving Islam and inciting Muslims to leave Islam is punishable by Algerian law. Prison 

sentences for those that practice Christianity occur. 

 

Iraq 

Assyrian Christians have suffered from discrimination since Saddam Hussein's 

Arabization policies in the 1980s, with the latest instance of discrimination being the ISIS 

invasion of the Nineveh plains and Mosul, where tens of thousands have been forced to 
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flee, and multiple Christian sites have been destroyed. The number of Christians in Iraq 

overall since the 2003 invasion has dropped by around 60%, from 800,000 to 300,000, and 

in 1987, that number was around 1.4 million. The 2014 invasion by ISIS has likely 

degraded that number further. 

 

Morocco 

Similar to Algeria leaving Islam and inciting Muslims to leave Islam is punishable by 

Moroccan law. Prison sentences for those that leave Islam do occur. 

 

Turkey 

Historically, religious discrimination in Turkey has been a serious issue, with the 

Armenian, Greek, and Assyrian genocides all occurring there. Discrimination has 

continued during the Syrian Civil War. 

 

United States 

Religious discrimination in the history of the United States dates back to the first 

Protestant Christian European settlers, composed mostly of English Puritans, during the 

British colonization of North America (16th century), directed both towards Native 

Americans and non-Protestant Roman Catholic European settlers. 

In a 1979 consultation on the issue, the United States Commission on Civil Rights defined 

religious discrimination in relation to the civil rights guaranteed by the Fourteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution. Whereas religious civil liberties, such as 

the right to hold or not to hold a religious belief, are essential for Freedom of Religion (in 

the United States secured by the First Amendment), religious discrimination occurs when 

someone is denied "the equal protection of the laws, equality of status under the law, 

equal treatment in the administration of justice, and equality of opportunity and access 

to employment, education, housing, public services and facilities, and public 

accommodation because of their exercise of their right to religious freedom". 

 

However, cases of religious discrimination might also be the result of an interference of 

the religious sphere with other spheres of the public that are regulated by law. Although 

e.g. in the United States the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment states that 

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 

free exercise thereof", in Reynolds v. United States the U.S. Supreme Court decided that 

religious duty was not a suitable defense to a criminal indictment. In this specific case a 

law against bigamy was not considered to be discriminating against Mormons, who 

stopped practicing polygamy in 1890. 
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Canada 

Canadian faith-based university Trinity Western University (TWU) is currently facing a 

challenge from members of the legal and LGBTQ+ community to its freedom to educate 

students in a private university context while holding certain "religious values'', such as 

the freedom to discriminate against other people, including requiring students to sign a 

chastity oath, and denying LGBTQ+ students the same rights as straight students. The 

TWU faced a similar battle in 2001 (Trinity Western University v. British Columbia 

College of Teachers) where the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that TWU was capable 

of teaching professional disciplines. On June 16, 2019, Quebec banned public servants in 

positions of authority from wearing visible religious symbols. The legislation was erected 

with the goal of promoting neutrality. Prime Minister Trudeau argues that the ban goes 

against fundamental rights of Canadian people. 

 

Germany 

Scientologists in Germany face specific political and economic restrictions. They are 

barred from membership in some major political parties, and businesses and other 

employers use so-called "sect filters" to expose a prospective business partner's or 

employee's association with the organization. German federal and state interior ministers 

started a process aimed at banning Scientology in late 2007, but abandoned the initiative 

a year later, finding insufficient legal grounds. Despite this, polls suggest that most 

Germans favor banning Scientology altogether. The U.S. government has repeatedly 

raised concerns over discriminatory practices directed at individual Scientologists. 

 

Greece 

In Greece since the independence from the Muslim Ottomans rule in the 19th century, 

the Greek Orthodox Church has been given privileged status and only the Greek 

Orthodox church, Roman Catholic, some Protestant churches, Judaism and Islam are 

recognized religions. The Muslim minority alleges that Greece persistently and 

systematically discriminates against Muslims.Recently, professor Nick Drydakis (Anglia 

Ruskin University) examined religious affiliation and employment bias in Athens, by 

implementing an experimental field study. Labor market outcomes (occupation access, 

entry wage, and wait time for call back) were assessed for three religious minorities 

(Pentecostal, evangelical, and Jehovah's Witnesses). Results indicate that religious 

minorities experience employment bias. Moreover, religious minorities face greater 

constraints on occupational access in more prestigious jobs compared to less prestigious 

jobs. Occupational access and entry wage bias is highest for religious minority women. 
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In all cases, Jehovah's Witnesses face the greatest bias; female employers offer 

significantly lower entry wages to Jehovah's Witnesses than male employers. 

 

Mexico 

According to a Human Rights Practices report by the U.S. State department on Mexico 

note that "some local officials infringe on religious freedom, especially in the south". 

 

https://livelihoodlaw.com/blog/religious-discrimination/ 

 

Background information 

One of the earliest instances of religious discrimination, during ancient times, was the 

forceful Hellenization of Judea by the Greek Seleucid Empire. In 167 BC, Jewish practices 

such as the Sabbath, Torah reading, and circumcision were banned, while pagan worship 

was enforced. Jews also faced religious discrimination in the Roman Empire. The low 

point was the expulsion of Jews from Jerusalem and subsequent paganization of the city 

during the reign of Emperor Hadrian (117-138 AD), which led to the Jewish diaspora. 

Persecution of Christians in the Roman Empire was widespread. Christianity threatened 

the polytheistic order of the Roman Empire because of the importance of evangelism in 

Christianity. Under the Neronian persecution, Rome began to discriminate against 

monotheists who refused to worship the Roman gods. Nero blamed Christians for the 

Great Fire of Rome (64 AD). 

During the Decian persecution, Valerianic persecution, and Diocletianic Persecution, 

Christians were slaughtered by being thrown to wild beasts, churches were destroyed, 

priests were imprisoned, and scriptures were confiscated. Religious discrimination 

against Christians ended with the Edict of Milan (313 AD), and the Edict of Thessalonica 

(380 AD) made Christianity the official religion of the empire. By the 5th century 

https://livelihoodlaw.com/blog/religious-discrimination/
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Christianity became the dominant religion in Europe and took a reversed role, 

discriminating against pagans, heretics, and Jews. 

 

In the Middle Ages, antisemitism in Europe was widespread. Christians falsely accused 

Jews of Jewish deicide, blood libel, and well poisoning, and subjected them to expulsions, 

forced conversions, and mandatory sermons. In the Papal States, Jews were required to 

live in poor segregated neighborhoods called ghettos. Historians note that religious 

discrimination against Jews tended to increase during negative economic and climatic 

shocks in Europe, such as when they were scapegoated for causing the Black Death. 

During the Islamic Golden Age, many Jewish, Christian, Zoroastrian, and Pagan lands 

came under Muslim rule. As People of the Book, Jews, Christians, and Mandaeans living 

under Muslim rule became dhimmis with social status inferior to that of Muslims. 

Although Sharia law granted dhimmis freedom of religion, they were subjected to 

religious discrimination as second class citizens, and had to pay a jizya tax. They could 

not proselytize Muslims, marry Muslims (in the case of dhimmi men), build or repair 

churches and synagogues without permission, perform loud religious rituals such as the 

ringing of church bells, carry weapons, or ride horses and camels. These discriminatory 

laws forced many Christians into poverty and slavery. During the First Crusade (1096), 

Christian knights recaptured the Holy Land from Muslim rule, massacring most of the 

Muslims and Jews in Jerusalem. This led to the creation of Catholic-ruled Crusader states, 

most notably the Kingdom of Jerusalem. In these kingdoms Jews, Muslims, and Orthodox 

Christians had no rights, being considered property of the crusader lords. 

  

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

USA 

A law that forbids discrimination when it comes to any aspect of employment, including 

hiring, firing, pay, job assignments, promotions, layoff, training, fringe benefits, and any 

other term or condition of employment. It is illegal to harass a person because of his or 

her religion. Harassment can include, for example, offensive remarks about a person's 

religious beliefs or practices. Although the law doesn't prohibit simple teasing, offhand 

comments, or isolated incidents that aren't very serious, harassment is illegal when it is 

so frequent or severe that it creates a hostile or offensive work environment or when it 

results in an adverse employment decision (such as the victim being fired or demoted). 

The harasser can be the victim's supervisor, a supervisor in another area, a co-worker, 

or someone who is not an employee of the employer, such as a client or customer. The 

law requires an employer or other covered entity to reasonably accommodate an 

employee's religious beliefs or practices, unless doing so would cause more than a 
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minimal burden on the operations of the employer's business. This means an employer 

may be required to make reasonable adjustments to the work environment that will 

allow an employee to practice his or her religion. Examples of some common religious 

accommodations include flexible scheduling, voluntary shift substitutions or swaps, job 

reassignments, and modifications to workplace policies or practices. 

 

The Supreme Court has said the federal government may limit religious freedom – but 

only when it has a “compelling interest” to do so in order to protect the common good 

and limit people's ability to harm others. 

 

Twenty-one states currently have religious freedom restoration acts on their books. 

 

The situation today: 

 In early modern Europe, the Christian Church continued to be a dominant institution in 

Europe and enforced a strict policy of religious uniformity. In early modern Britain, there 

had been several Acts of Uniformity (1549-1663). Under the French king Louis XIV and 

his successors, Catholicism became the sole compulsory religion in early modern France. 

From 711 to 1492, Christian kingdoms gradually reconquered the Iberian Peninsula from 

its Muslim rulers. During this time period, discrimination against Muslims and Jews was 

widespread. Examples include the Spanish Inquisition, forced conversions of Muslims in 

Spain, and expulsion of the Moriscos. Spanish Muslims were forced to convert to 

Catholicism, banned from speaking Arabic, and had their public baths destroyed.Ever 

since the Fall of Constantinople (1453), many Christian lands in southeastern Europe had 

come under the rule of the Ottoman Empire. During the decline of the Ottoman Empire 

in the late modern period, particularly ever since the Great Turkish War (1683), 

discrimination against religious minorities worsened. The destruction of churches and 

expulsion of local Christian communities became increasingly common. In Ottoman 

Albania, the authorities abandoned tolerance policies in favor of reducing the size of 

Albania's Christian population through Islamization. Antisemitism in the Russian 

Empire was widespread, as Imperial Russia contained the world's largest Jewish 

population at the time. 

Jews were subject to discriminatory laws such as the May Laws (1882), which restricted 

them from certain locations, jobs, transactions, schools, and political positions. They were 

also targeted in frequent anti-Jewish riots, called pogroms. 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 
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Around the world there is more than one religion and some of them are more famous 

and acceptable from others. People of different religions (or in some cases no religion at 

all) tend to get criticized, hatred, discriminated against and marginalized. The treatment 

of a person unfavorably due to its religious beliefs is called religion discrimination.This 

includes instances when adherents of different religions, denominations or non-religions 

are treated unequally due to their particular beliefs, either by the law or in institutional 

settings, such as employment or housing. 

 

Possible solutions: 

Discrimination in the workplace is a major problem for people of religion and is reducing 

their opportunities, therefore we must make sure that the hiring policies are fairly 

executed and that employees are treated equally. On the other hand, the employers, must 

reflect respect to their employees and also have zero tolerance against religious 

harassment or discrimination, don't they? But most importantly shouldn't we educate 

correctly the youth regarding the variety of religions and the respect among all of them 

regardless their beliefs? 

 

Treaties on the matter 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/religious-freedom-restoration-acts-lb 

.aspx https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/religionandschools/prayer_guidance.html 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates:  

Hello dear delegates and welcome to the MSKMUN 2023. My name is Konstnatina 

Ioanna Tzitziridi and I'll be one of your chairs for this year's conference. I'm sure you'll 

do a great job with your resolutions and policy statements so you don't need to stress 

about it. Basically what you have to do to do your essays correctly is lots and lots of 

research but also educate yourselves on all three topics and allies/opponents of the 

country you'll be representing. Most of the information that you'll need are on these pages 

but you'll have to do additional research based on your country. Unfortunately you might 

need to put your personal beliefs aside but I assure you that the outcome will satisfy you. 

Additionally your research must be based on the country that you'll be representing and 

shall be thorough. I've been in your place as a delegate and I want to inform you that the 

SOCHUM committee is a great start for you in this conference and is most suitable for 

people with strong beliefs about certain social topics and confidence to state their opinion. 

Feel free to contact me via email regarding any possible questions. 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/religious-freedom-restoration-acts-lb.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/religious-freedom-restoration-acts-lb.aspx
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/religionandschools/prayer_guidance.html
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1. https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-religious-discrimination 

 

2. https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2020/11/10/harassment-of-religious-groups-

continues-t o-be-reported-in-more-than-90-of-countries/ 

3. https://www.thearda.com/timeline/browse_all_events_date.asp  

4. https://www.eeoc.gov/laws/guidance/fact-sheet-religious-discrimination  

https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/religious-freedom-restoration-acts-

lb.aspx  

https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-religious-discrimination
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2020/11/10/harassment-of-religious-groups-continues-to-be-reported-in-more-than-90-of-countries/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2020/11/10/harassment-of-religious-groups-continues-to-be-reported-in-more-than-90-of-countries/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2020/11/10/harassment-of-religious-groups-continues-to-be-reported-in-more-than-90-of-countries/
https://www.thearda.com/timeline/browse_all_events_date.asp
https://www.eeoc.gov/laws/guidance/fact-sheet-religious-discrimination
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/religious-freedom-restoration-acts-lb
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/religious-freedom-restoration-acts-lb
https://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice/religious-freedom-restoration-acts-lb.aspx
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Topic: The question of child labor 

 

Timeline of events:  

1836

  

Minimum age laws are 

introduced 

1876

  

 

The working men’s party 

prohibits the employment of 

children under the age of 

fourteen 

1919 The International Labor 

Organization (ILO) was 

founded 

1945 Frances Perkins ends her long 

tenure as secretary of labor, 

leaving behind a legacy that 

reduced workplace accidents, 

created laws against child labor 

and expanded workers' rights 

1984

  

The National Child Labor 

Committee is formed. 

1976

  

 

The International Labor 

Organization sets the 

minimum age convention 

which prohibits labor for any 

minor that hasn’t graduated 

high school. 

1992 The creation of International 

Programme on the 

Elimination of Child Labour 

(IPEC)  

1999 160 countries approved on the 

International Labor 

Organization agreement to 

https://aflcio.org/about/history/labor-history-people/frances-perkins
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end the worst forms of child 

labor. 

 

Terms dictionary:  

child labour: work that deprives children of their childhood, their potential and their 

dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental development 

hazardous work: the work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried 

out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of people 

International Labor Organization (ILO): The main aims of the ILO are to promote rights 

at work, encourage decent employment opportunities, enhance social protection and 

strengthen dialogue on work-related issues 

International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC): IPEC works toward 

the progressive elimination of child labour by strengthening national capacities to 

address the problem, and by creating a world-wide movement to combat it 

National Child Labor Committee (NCLC): promoting the rights, awareness, dignity, 

well-being and education of children and youth as they relate to work and working. 

Working men’s party: New York political party founded in April 1829. It was the first 

labor oriented political organization in the United States. They organized strikes and 

boycotts to raise awareness and influence the political parties back then. 

Children and young persons act: Act of the parliament of the United Kingdom that 

merged all child protection legislations into one. 

Romantics:  The supporters of Romanticism, attitude or intellectual orientation that 

characterized many works of literature, painting, music, architecture, criticism, and 

historiography in Western civilization over a period from the late 18th to the mid-19th 

century. 

 

Countries of major involvement:  

United states: 

Throughout American history, there have been many forms of child labor, such as 

indentured servitude and child slavery. Children were frequently chosen as 

industrialization relocated workers from farms and home workshops to urban areas and 

factories because factory owners saw them as more manageable, less expensive, and less 

inclined to strike. Many manufacturers relocated to the South as a result of growing 

opposition to child labor in the North. States' adoption, content, and levels of enforcement 

of child labor laws varied widely by 1900, depending on whether they prohibited child 

labor. By that time, many American youngsters were employed as newsboys, 

messengers, bootblacks, and peddlers in addition to working in mines, glass 

manufacturers, textiles, agriculture, canneries, and home industries. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intellectual
https://www.britannica.com/art/painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/music
https://www.britannica.com/topic/architecture
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/criticism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/historiography
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China: 

Despite significant progress achieved since 1949 in eliminating child labor in China, the 

practice has not been eliminated and in fact, it seems to be increasing. Due to a lack of 

formal reporting on cases and a general lack of transparency in statistics in China, it is 

still difficult to determine the prevalence of child labor. There is a lack of thorough 

monitoring of businesses, and in most instances, child labor is not identified. This is partly 

because the majority of child labor in China occurs in privately owned, small-scale 

businesses, which are much more difficult to monitor than larger state-controlled 

corporations. 

 

India  

Between 45 and 60 million children are reportedly involved in forced child labour in 

India. Child labour is most prevalent in rural areas, and UNICEF estimated that India has 

the highest number of labourers in the world under 14 years of age.  

 

Nepal  

The use of domestic child labourers is common in Nepal, and almost 26% of all children 

between ages 6 to 14 are economically active. Also in Nepal the worst forms of child 

labour are still prevalent, regardless of previous efforts made to eliminate them.  

 

Latin America and the Caribbean. 

There is an estimated number of 8.2 million children in Latin America that are classified 

as child laborers. Of these children 77% are male, and child labor is particularly present 

in the agricultural sector (48.7%). In addition, similar to South Asia, half of these 

children’s work involve family work. Although there has been a 2.3 million decline of 

child laborers in Latin America from 2016 to 2020, the pandemic is expected to reverse 

that trend, and the ILO and ECLAC estimate that it will rise around 1-3 percent, meaning 

100,000 to 326,000 more children. Historically, child labor in Latin America stemmed from 

Great Britain in the 18th century, then saw a rise with industrialization, particularly in 

poor and working-class families. Today, the Latin American countries with child labor 

include Argentina, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, Costa Rica and Honduras.  

 

Sub-Saharan Africa: 

2021 estimates show there are more children in child labour in Sub-Saharan Africa (86.6 

million) than in the rest of the world combined, and the vast majority, four out of every 

five children, are engaged in child labour within the agriculture sector. Root causes 

include household poverty, limited access to quality education, inadequate labor-saving 

technologies, and traditional attitudes towards children’s participation in agriculture. 

Through the Sustainable Development Goals, member states have committed to end 

child labour in all its forms by 2025, but progress is not on track to meet this target. 

Eradicating child labour globally will not be achieved without a breakthrough in Sub-

Saharan Africa, and particularly in agriculture. 
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United Kingdom: 

In the late 18th century and the early years of the Industrial Revolution, child labor was 

particularly prevalent. Farmers and their families moved to industrial cities and towns 

during the time in search of employment in the newly constructed mines and factories. 

Overcrowding, subpar sanitation, the spread of diseases, and pollution all contributed to 

the horrible living conditions that prevailed in the cities and towns. Additionally, 

workers received meager pay that just enabled them to cover the cost of living, which 

included their rent and food. Many of these working-class families were therefore in need 

of the additional revenue that their children generated while working. 

 

Background information: 

Child labor is the exploitation of children who are deprived of their childhood by work 

that prevents them from attending school or causes physical, mental, or social harm. 

Children are especially vulnerable to injuries in their early developmental years, even 

though physical and mental health problems may not be evident for years. 

 

Not all work done by children is classed as child labour. There is not an issue when a 

child is working to progress their life skills without compromising their health, their well-

being or their education. Often older children may do chores for their parents or small 

jobs to earn pocket money or gain work experience. This work prepares them for their 

adult working life. 

But around the world, millions of children do work in child labour. They work in fields, 

in factories, down mines, as servants or maids, or selling goods in the street or at markets. 

Girls are more likely than boys to do domestic work, such as cleaning, making food and 

serving. 

The work that children can be forced to do might also be illegal – such as working with 

drug gangs or in prostitution. Many children may get no money for the work they do but 

they will get food and a place to sleep. If they become sick or injured, most children will 

not get any money for missing work. 

 

The worst effects of child labor include turning children into slaves, separating them from 

their families, putting them in danger, and/or abandoning them to fend for themselves. 

 

Negative shifts have occurred in both the positive trend and stagnation. "Global estimates 

in 2021 revealed a rise of 6.5 million children engaged in hazardous work and an increase 

of 8.4 million children engaged in child labor over the previous four years. According to 

these numbers, far too many children are still engaged in exploitative employment, 

according to the Department of International Labor Affairs of the U.S. Department of 

Labor. 

 

https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/WorstFormsofChildLabour/Hazardouschildlabour/lang--en/index.htm
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Children worked continuously on the land and in the workshops of the handicraft trades 

even since the Middle Ages. They took on light tasks such as minding the family’s 

livestock, clearing stones, looking after infants, and winding bobbins. Their employment 

only became a matter of concern in Europe with the coming of the Industrial Revolution. 

During the early modern period, the main priority for local authorities was to secure 

employment for the children of the poor, to help support their families and avoid 

‘idleness and sloth’. With industrialization, an early enthusiasm for the job opportunities 

it provided soon gave way to widespread dismay at the emergence of the pathetic figure 

of what the French called ‘l’ouvrier de huit ans’ (the eight-year-old worker). Critics drew 

attention to the toll taken on the health and education of the young by long working hours 

on the machines of the new textile mills, warning of a threat to the very future of society. 

This was notably the case in Britain, Belgium, France and Prussia. Child workers were 

the exception rather than the rule in nineteenth-century Europe, still largely an agrarian 

society for much of the period, and so it is the diversity of children’s work that needs to 

be pinpointed overall. There was no agreed and so forth ,not a common  definition of a 

child worker among the nations, though most made the distinction between young 

children under the age of twelve or thirteen, and older ones up to the age of sixteen or 

eighteen. The numbers involved are not easy to document, but it is useful to think of a 

trajectory over the course of the nineteenth century. At the outset, young people started 

work earlier and faced an intensification of their labours in the mills and the domestic 

workshops of the ‘proto-industrial’ sector. During the second half of the century a decline 

set in as the view that education rather than labour was the appropriate place for children 

gradually prevailed everywhere in Europe. This idea was strongly enforced by the 

Romantics, from the rising perspective of children as innocent and vulnerable human 

beings who must be treated with care and affection   

 

During the war period, there were plenty of cases where minors were exploited by the 

Nasional-Socialist state. During the Second World War, a substantial number of children 

(up to the age of 18) became victims of the National Socialist forced labour system. In 

National Socialist Germany and German occupied Eastern Europe they worked in all 

branches of industry, in agriculture and as domestics in German households. The 

Wehrmacht and SS also deployed children in construction work on fortifications, bridges, 

roads and airfields.   

 

UNICEF works to prevent and respond to child labour, especially by strengthening the 

social service workforce. Social service workers play a key role in recognizing, preventing 

and managing risks that can lead to child labour. Our efforts develop and support the 

workforce to identify and respond to potential situations of child labour through case 

management and social protection services, including early identification, registration 

and interim rehabilitation and referral services. 
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They also focus on strengthening parenting and community education initiatives to 

address harmful social norms that perpetuate child labour, while partnering with 

national and local governments to prevent violence, exploitation and abuse. 

With the International Labour Organization (ILO), UNICEF helps to collect data that 

make child labour visible to decision makers. These efforts complement their work to 

strengthen birth registration systems, ensuring that all children possess birth certificates 

that prove they are under the legal age to work. 

Children removed from labour must also be safely returned to school or training. 

UNICEF supports increased access to quality education and provides comprehensive 

social services to keep children protected and with their families. 

International labour organisation 

The ILO started tracking this issue in 2000, and between then and 2016, there were 94 

million fewer exploited children worldwide. The most current reporting period, from 

2016 and 2020, showed a stagnation in worldwide progress after the drop reduced 

between 2012 and 2016. 

In order to tackle and monitor this child labor, the ILO created conventions such as but 

not limited to: 

● C182 - Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) 

 

This fundamental convention defines "child" as a person under 18 years of age. It 

requires ratifying states to eliminate the worst forms of child labour, including all 

forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of 

children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including 

forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict; child 

prostitution and pornography; using children for illicit activities, in particular for 

the production and trafficking of drugs; and work which is likely to harm the 

health, safety or morals of children. The convention requires ratifying states to 

provide the necessary and appropriate direct assistance for the removal of 

children from the worst forms of child labour and for their rehabilitation and 

social integration. It also requires states to ensure access to free basic education 

and, wherever possible and appropriate, vocational training for children 

removed from the worst forms of child labour. 

(you can find the convention here: 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:::NO:12100:P121

00_ILO_CODE:C182:NO) 

 

● C138 - Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:::NO:12100:P12100_ILO_CODE:C182:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:::NO:12100:P12100_ILO_CODE:C182:NO
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This fundamental convention sets the general minimum age for admission to 

employment or work at 15 years (13 for light work) and the minimum age for 

hazardous work at 18 (16 under certain strict conditions). It provides for the 

possibility of initially setting the general minimum age at 14 (12 for light work) 

where the economy and educational facilities are insufficiently developed. 

(you can find the convention here: 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:::NO:12100:P121

00_ILO_CODE:C138:NO) 

 

The ILO’s International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour 

 

The worst forms of child labour involves children being enslaved, separated from their 

families, exposed to serious hazards and illnesses and/or left to fend for themselves on 

the streets of large cities – often at a very early age. Whilst child labour takes many 

different forms, a priority is to eliminate without delay the worst forms of child labour as 

defined by Article 3 of ILO Convention No. 182 : 

• all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking 

of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, 

including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict; 

• the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of 

pornography or for pornographic performances; 

• the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the 

production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international 

treaties; 

• work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely 

to harm the health, safety or morals of children  

Hazardous child labour or hazardous work is the work which, by its nature or the 

circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of 

children. Hazardous child labour is defined by Article 3 (d) of ILO Convention No. 182 

concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms 

of Child Labour, 1999, as: work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried 

out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children. 

 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:::NO:12100:P12100_ILO_CODE:C138:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:::NO:12100:P12100_ILO_CODE:C138:NO
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More specifically, hazardous child labour is work in dangerous or unhealthy conditions 

that could result in a child being killed or injured or made ill as a consequence of poor 

safety and health standards and working arrangements. It can result in permanent 

disability, ill health and psychological damage. Often health problems caused by being 

engaged in child labour may not develop or show up until the child is an adult. 

Hazardous child labour is the largest category of the worst forms of child labour with an 

estimated 79 million children, aged 5-17, working in dangerous conditions in a wide 

range of sectors, including agriculture, mining, construction, manufacturing, as well as 

in hotels, bars, restaurants, markets, and domestic service. It is found in both 

industrialised and developing countries. Girls and boys often start carrying out 

hazardous work at very early ages. 

Because their bodies and minds are still developing, children are more vulnerable than 

adults to workplace hazards, and the consequences of hazardous work are often more 

devastating and lasting for them. 

When speaking of child labour it is important to go beyond the concepts of work hazard 

and risk as applied to adult workers and to expand them to include the developmental 

aspects of childhood. Because children are still growing, they have special characteristics 

and needs, and in determining workplace hazards and risks their effect on children’s 

physical, cognitive (thought/learning) and behavioural development and emotional 

growth must be taken into consideration. 

Guidance for governments on some hazardous work activities which should be 

prohibited is given by Article 3 of ILO Recommendation No. 190 : 

• work which exposes children to physical, psychological or sexual abuse; 

• work underground, under water, at dangerous heights or in confined spaces; 

• work with dangerous machinery, equipment and tools, or which involves the 

manual handling or transport of heavy loads; 

• work in an unhealthy environment which may, for example, expose children to 

hazardous substances, agents or processes, or to temperatures, noise levels, or 

vibrations damaging to their health; 

• work under particularly difficult conditions such as work for long hours or during 

the night or work where the child is unreasonably confined to the premises of the 

employer. 
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Despite all these international and national measures against child labor, there are 

arguments in favor of child labor. Some argue that poor families would be even poorer 

without the supplemental financial contribution of children. Lack of money will deprive 

them of the basic needs of food and shelter which will decrease their survival rate. In 

addition, an increase in poverty would make children even more susceptible to 

exploitation. 

The supporters of these ideas argue that the benefit of creating a safe workplace and 

allowing children to work is helpful in certain situations. They also emphasize that child 

work is not child labor as long as it does not interfere with schooling and children have 

safe workplace conditions with a limited number of hours per day. 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

Child labor, although very prominent and profitable, didn’t last long. Most countries and 

governments that benefited from child labor quickly came up with laws and conventions 

in order to decrease and later abolish child labor. The United States started as early as 

1836, a period where most countries were just starting to exploit children. The United 

Kingdom on the other hand, although much later in history, completely abolished Child 

Labor in 1933 under the Young Persons act. Under this legislation, all kids aged fourteen 

and under are prohibited from working even outside of factories. Previous attempts, such 

as the factory act in 1833 (Recognized the harmful effects of underage labor and set the 

minimum working age to nine) or the Mines act in 1842 (Prohibited women and underage 

girls from working underground jobs completely and set a minimum working age to 10 

for boys) were helpful and improved working conditions but were far from perfection. 

Many countries, though, refused to abolish child labor as it benefited them in every 

aspect. That’s when the United nations, through the International Labor Organization 

started abolishing child labor through the minimum age convention no. 138 and the worst 

forms of child labor convention no. 182. That helped set the foundation for national law 

to specify a minimum age for admittance to employment or work that cannot be lower 

than the age at which obligatory schooling must be completed, and in no event less than 

15 years. Lower ages are tolerated during transitional times; in these nations, the 

minimum age for "light employment" is typically 12 years old while the minimum age 

for regular labor is typically 14. All countries have an 18-year-old minimum age 

requirement for performing dangerous work. 

 

The situation today: 
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The number of children in child labour has risen to 160 million worldwide – an increase 

of 8.4 million children in the last four years – with millions more at risk due to the impacts 

of COVID-19, according to a new report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) 

and UNICEF. 

 

Child Labour: Global estimates 2020, trends and the road forward – released ahead of World 

Day Against Child Labour on 12th June – warns that progress to end child labour has 

stalled for the first time in 20 years, reversing the previous downward trend that saw 

child labour fall by 94 million between 2000 and 2016. 

The report points to a significant rise in the number of children aged 5 to 11 years in child 

labour, who now account for just over half of the total global figure. The number of 

children aged 5 to 17 years in hazardous work – defined as work that is likely to harm 

their health, safety or morals – has risen by 6.5 million to 79 million since 2016. 

Children in child labour are at risk of physical and mental harm. Child labour 

compromises children’s education, restricting their rights and limiting their future 

opportunities, and leads to vicious inter-generational cycles of poverty and child labour. 

To reverse the upward trend in child labour, the ILO and UNICEF are calling for: 

● Adequate social protection for all, including universal child benefits. 

● Increased spending on quality education and getting all children back into school 

- including children who were out of school before COVID-19. 

● Promotion of decent work for adults, so families don’t have to resort to children 

helping to generate family income. 

● An end to harmful gender norms and discrimination that influence child labour. 

● Investment in child protection systems, agricultural development, rural public 

services, infrastructure and livelihoods. 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

Child labor is a public health issue with negative outcomes that demands special 

attention. A multidisciplinary approach is needed to tackle child labor issues. Per ILO, 

poverty is a major single cause behind child labor. Lack of affordable schools and 

affordable education is another major factor to force children to work. Certain cultural 

beliefs rationalize this practice and encourage child labor as character building and skill 

development for children. Some cultural traditions encourage child labor as footsteps to 

their parents' jobs. Socioeconomic disparities, poor governance, and poor 

implementation of international agreements are among major causes of child labor. 

Macroeconomic factors also encourage child labor by the growth of low pay informal 

economy. Child labor prevents the normal well-being including physical, intellectual, 

and emotional psychosocial development of children. This public health issue cannot be 

http://uni.cf/childlabourreport
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eliminated by only enforcement of child labor laws and regulations. Any comprehensive 

policies should engulf a holistic approach on the education of children and their families, 

investment in early childhood development programs, establishing public education task 

forces in rural areas, implementing policies with focus on increasing adult wages, and 

discouraging consumers to buy products made by forced child labor. As such, ethical 

practice requires protection of all rights of children and protective policies and 

procedures which support the provisions of ILO's standards. 

 

Possible solutions:  

● To what extent do the places we shop at contribute to child labor? How can we 

avoid it? 

● What should people educate themselves upon the matter to help the situation? 

● How does a hazardous work environment affect the children that work in those 

areas? Should policies prioritize the elimination of child labor or reducing the 

amout of hazardous conditions? 

 

Treaties on the matter: 

The CRC is a human rights agreement that fully outlines children's rights. Unless 

specifically stated in national law, a child is defined by the CRC as anybody who is 

younger than the age of 18. Notably, the only two nations that haven't ratified the CRC 

are the United States and Somalia. 

 

The CRC, founded in 1991 has protected children's rights in all aspects of their lives. 

Those include: 

 

- Their right to survive and develop into adults 

- Their freedom from violence, whether that’s physical or mental 

- Their right to express their opinion in matters that affect them and to also be heard. 

- Their right to education 

- Their right to standard living circumstances. 

 

(You can find the treaties here: 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-

convention-o f-the-rights-of-the-child) 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

1. https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/child-labor-major-key-events  

2. https://stopchildlabor.org/timeline-of-child-labor-developments-in-the-united-states/ 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-convention-of-the-rights-of-the-child
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-convention-of-the-rights-of-the-child
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-convention-of-the-rights-of-the-child
https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/child-labor-major-key-events
https://stopchildlabor.org/timeline-of-child-labor-developments-in-the-united-states/
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3. https://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/15/world/child-labor-index-

2014/index.html#:~:text=A%20n 

ew%20report%20by%20risk,child%20labor%20is%20most%20prevalent. 

4. https://laborcenter.uiowa.edu/special-projects/child-labor-public-education-

project/about-chil d-labor/child-labor-us-history 

5. https://clb.org.hk/content/child-labour-china-causes-and-solutions 

6. https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CO

D E:C182 

7. https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-

labour#:~:text=Roughly%20160%20million%20chil 

dren%20were,their%20health%20and%20moral%20development. 

8. https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-work/monitoring-and-

promoting- un-treaties/convention-rights-child 

9. https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/turkey 

10. https://reliefweb.int/report/world/urgent-action-needed-stop-child-labour-africa-covid-

19-pushes-more-children-work 

11. https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/press-releases/pandemic-pushing-latin-america-and-

caribbean-more-off-track-in-ending-child-labour 

12. https://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Agriculture/lang--en/index.htm 

13. https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/subjects-covered-by-international-labour-

standards/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm 

14. https://www.ilo.org/ipec/lang--en/index.htm 

15. https://www.ilo.org/ipec/programme/lang--en/index.htm 

16. https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-labour 

17. https://ehne.fr/fr/encyclopedie/th%C3%A9matiques/civilisation-

mat%C3%A9rielle/travail/le-travail-des-enfants-en-europe-xixe-si%C3%A8cle 

18. https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FJ003891%2F1 

19. https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution/child-labor 

20. https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution/child-labor 

21. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/ 

22. https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/child-labour-rises-160-million-first-increase-two-

decades 
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